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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE Committee appointed by the Royal Society 
to direct the publication of the Phiioj'jpbical 
Tranfafiions, take this opportunity to acquaint the 
public, that it Fully appears, as well from the council- 
books and journals of the Society, as from repeated 
declarations, which have been made in feverai for- 
mer T'ranfaSlions, that the printing of them was al- 
ways, from time to time, the fingle a& of the re- 
ipective Secretaries, till the Forty-feventh Volume. 
And this information was thought the more necefTary, 
not only as it has been the common opinion, that they 
were published by the authority, and under the di- 
rection, of the Society itfelf j but alfo, becaufe feverai 
authors, both at home and abroad, have in their writ- 
ings called them the TranfaElions of the Royal Society. 
Whereas in truth the Society, as a body, never did 
intereft themielves any further in their publication, 
than by occafionally recommending the revival of 
them to fome of their fecretaries, when, from the par- 
ticular circumftances of their affairs, the Tranfadiions 
had happened for any length of time to be intermitted. 
And this feems principally to have been done with a 
view to fatisfy the public, that their ufual meetings 
were then continued for the improvement of know- 
ledge, and benefit of mankind, the great ends of their 
firft institution by the Royal Charters, and which they 
have ever fince fleadily purfued. 

But the Society being of late years greatly inlarged, 
and their communications more numerous, it was 
thought advifeable, that a Committee of their Mem- 
bers fhould be appointed to reconfider the papers read 
before them, and felecl: out of them fuch, as they 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

fhould judge mod proper for publication in the future 
TranfaBiom ; 'which was accordingly done upon the 
26 of March 1752. And the grounds of their choice 
are, and will continue to be, the importance or angu- 
larity of the fubjeets, or the advantageous manner of 
treating them ; without pretending to anfwer for the 
certainty of the fads, or propriety of the reafbnings, 
contained in the feveral papers fo publifhed, which 
muffc ftill reft on the credit or judgment of their re- 
fpeclive authors. 

It is likewife neeeflary on this ©ecafion to remark,, 
that it is an eftablifhed rule of the Society, to which 
they will always adhere, never to give their opinion, 
as a body, upon any fubje£t, either of nature or art, 
that comes before them. And therefore the thanks, 
which are frequently propofed from the chair, to be 
given to the authors of fueh papers, as are read at 
their accuftomed meetings, or to the perfons, through, 
whole bands they receive them, are to be considered 
in no other light, than; as a matter of civility, in re- 
turn for the refpe® (hewn to the Society by thofe? 
communications. The like alio is to be fatd with 
regard to the feveral projects, inventions, and curio- 
fities of various kinds, which are often exhibited to 
the Society j the authors whereof, or thofe who ex- 
hibit them, frequently take the liberty to report, and 
even to certify in the public newspapers, that they 
have met with the higheft applaufe and approbation. 
And therefore it is hoped, that no regard will here- 
after be paid to fuch reports, and public notices ; 
which in fome inftances have been too lightly cre- 
dited, to the difhonour of the Society* 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE Committee appointed by {he Royal Society 
to diredt the publication of the Phihjbphical 
Tranfa&ions, take this opportunity to acquaint the 
public, that it fully appears, as well from the council- 
books and journals of the Society, as from repeated 
declarations, which have been made in feveral for- 
mer Tranfaffions, that the printing of them was al- 
ways, from time to time, the fingle adt of the re- 
fpedtive Secretaries, till the Forty-feventh Volume. 
And this information was thought the more neceflary, 
not only as it has been the common opinion, that they 
were published by the authority, and under the di- 
rection, of the Society itfelf j but alfo, becaufe feveral 
authors, both at home and abroad, have in their writ- 
ings called them the TranfaSions of the Royal Society. 
Whereas in truth the Society, as a body, never did 
intereft themfelves any further in their publication, 
than by occafionally recommending the revival oi 
them to fome of their fecretaries* when, from the par- 
ticular circumftances of their affairs, the TranfaStiom 
had happened for any length of time to be intermitted. 
And this feems principally to have been done with a 
view to fatisfy the public, that their ufual meetings 
were then continued for the improvement of know- 
ledge, and benefit of mankind, die great ends of their 
firft institution by the Royal Charters,, and which they 
have ever fince fteadily purfued. 

But the Society being of late years greatly inlarged, 
and their communications more numerous, it was 
thought advifeable, that a Committee of their Mem- 
bers mould be appointed to reconfider the papers read 
before them, and feted: out of them fuch, as they 
Vol. LU. a mould 
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Should judge moft proper for publication in the future 
TranfaSlions ; which was accordingly done upon the 
26 of March 1752. And the grounds of their choice 
are, and will continue to be, the importance or Angu- 
larity of the fubjedls, or the advantageous manner of 
treating them ; without pretending to anfwer for the 
certainty of the fadts, or propriety of the reafonings, 
contained in the feveral papers fo published, which 
muft ftill reft on the credit or judgment of their re- 
ipedtive authors. 

It is likewife neceflary on this occafion to remark, 
that it is an eftablifhed rule of the Society, to which 
they will always adhere, never to give their opinion, 
as a body, upon any fubjed, either of nature or art, 
that cornea before them. And therefore the thanks, 
which are frequently propofed from the chair, to be 
given to the authors of fuch papers, as are read at 
their accuftomed meetings, or to the perfons, through 
whofe hands they receive them, are to be confidered 
in no other light, than as a matter of civility, in re?? 
turn for the refpeel: fhewn to the Society by thofe 
communications. The like alio is to be faid with 
regard to the feveral projecls, inventions-, and curio- 
fities of various kinds, which are often exhibited to 
the Society j. the authors whereof* or thofe who ex- 
hibit them, frequently take the liberty to report, and 
even to certify in the public news-papers, that they* 
have met with the higheft applaufe and approbation. 
And therefore it is hoped, that no regard will here- 
after be paid to fuch reports, and public notices j 
which in fbme inftances have been too lightly cre- 
dited, to the dtfhonour of the Society, 
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